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CHARLESTOWN BOWLING CLUB LIMITED
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019-2020
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Club Charlestown, I am pleased to present my report for
2020. I’m sure you will all agree what a challenging year we have had. I would initially like to
thank and congratulate Michael Gray our CEO, his office staff, management team and all
employees who have so proudly continued to think outside the square to keep the club safe and
viable for all our members and guests. Despite the impacts on the Club industry of Covid 19 and
the shutdown period, trading since the shutdown has seen some encouraging results. I will leave
the overview of the financials as well as the new initiatives and safety measures that have been
put in place and updates on the exciting new additions to the club, for you to read in the Chief
Executive Report and Finance Director reports below.
Bowling: Although there were no pennant bowls this year, thankfully there have been club
games for all to enjoy. It has also been pleasing to see the support on our greens, with positive
numbers and many roll ups enjoying this great game we play during the health restrictions
currently in place. Thankyou Daniel Hill (Bowls Manager) for your perseverance through these
tough times and thanks to Greg Geise (Greenkeeper) and his team for their continued work.
Our People: This Club is so lucky to have such amazing employees who have gone above and
beyond this year. All our managers and staff have willingly undertaken many tasks outside their
normal role during the Covid 19 shutdown period. A huge thankyou to Michael Gray for your
amazing leadership, and all managers and staff for all your hard work which has ensured that our
members and guests could come back to the club, feel welcome and safe, to enable them to
enjoy good times with family and friends. Your efforts in putting into place health and safety
precautions and preventative measures, painting, repairing and renovating this year is
commendable and is certainly appreciated by everyone. This work certainly contributed to the
club continuing to run smoothly and continue to provide the best services for members and
guests through these challenging times.
It has also been challenging time in the kitchen for Greg Hawke, our Executive Chef and his team
who worked tirelessly taking on the initiative of takeaway meals and keeping our kitchen viable
over several months. Thankyou goes to you all for continuing to service our members and
guests and for working tirelessly to ensure our patrons have a comfortable, safe and enjoyable
dining experience.
Sympathy: The Board of Directors extends our sympathy to the family and friends of members
who passed away in the last twelve months. To those who are currently unwell, we wish you a
speedy recovery and good health.
Moving forward: At the time of writing the club has been in numerous discussions with other
clubs in relation to amalgamation. Further information will be provided to members when
discussions are further along. Your Board remains committed to strive for this club to become
the club of choice in the area and move forward with our vision. We encourage new ideas from
everyone to continue to build on and improve the club’s facilities and vision.
Thankyou: The Board certainly appreciates everyone efforts from our managers, employees,
bowlers, volunteers to all our members and guests. It has been a tremendous effort by everyone
who have continued so willingly to support our club during these difficult times. Everyone is to be
congratulated on the outstanding support you have provided and continue to provide to our Club.
I am confident that the Club is moving in a positive direction and will continue so into the future.
We are all really looking forward to the new additions and sharing good times in the new outdoor
area together. I wish you all good health, happiness and good luck always.
Jeff Davis - Chairman
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CHARLESTOWN BOWLING CLUB LIMITED
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE’S REPORT 2019-2020
As Director Finance, I provide this report for the year ended 30th June 2020.
As would be expected, the Club's financial performance for this financial year, has been
significantly impacted by the COVID-19 Global pandemic. The forced closure of the Club
between 23rd March 2020 to 1st June 2020, as well as subsequent trading restrictions, have
combined to create difficulty in drawing meaningful comparisons to the Club's performance in
2019. The Club however, was well prepared for the Covid crisis as we had good cash reserves
which enabled us to exit the shutdown period in a better financial state that most other Clubs.
The Net Profit (loss) of ($214,551) for 2019 increased to ($501,884) in 2020 which includes
adjustments for depreciation. The Covid shutdown effectively cost the Club $300,000. The Club
however, still made a net cash profit of $461,709 in 2020 as compared to $773,918 in 2019.
Despite the impact of Covid the Club at the end of the financial year 2019-2020 still maintained
cash on hand and term deposits of over $1.2 million. This augurs well for our future plans.
Looking towards the next financial year the new outdoor covered area “The Courtyard” will be
opening in November, 2020. This new area should create a new revenue stream as well as
appealing to existing and new members. As members will be aware part of this project is being
funded through a business loan. This loan is budgeted for and well within the capacity of the
Club to service. Since re-opening in June,2020 the Club has traded strongly and is well ahead of
its financial forecasts and budgets for the first 3 months of 2020.
Members might also be aware that the Club is also in amalgamation discussions with two other
Clubs, Lambton Park Bowling and Newcastle Leagues. At the time of writing this report,
members will be asked shortly to make decisions on these amalgamations. The Board believes
that these amalgamations will further add to the strength of the Club and will allow for future
growth.
Summary
The financial year 2020 was an especially challenging period for the Club with negative financial
impacts in key areas. Given that the club was closed for an extended period, the financial results
were understandably adversely impacted. Operating decisions made as a result of the trade
restrictions, along with the “The Courtyard” development have the Club well placed to meet the
challenges ahead and continue to provide excellent amenities for all members.
The support and assistance provided by Michael Gray (CEO and Jeff Davis (Chairperson) and all
Board members, during this challenging year, is acknowledged and appreciated.

George Adams
Director Finance

3

CHARLESTOWN BOWLING CLUB LIMITED
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
Well what a year. Up until March 2020 the Club was continuing to trade strongly and then the
Covid crisis hit. This impacted not only the Club but the whole community and a new way of
doing and looking at the world was created. Covid forced the Club to close from the 23rd March,
2020 and we did not re-open again until the 1st of June, 2020. The closure period was a difficult
time with staff having to be stood down and limited operations.
Adversity is the mother of invention and to paraphrase anthropologist Charles Darwin,” you don’t
need to be most intelligent; you don’t need to be the strongest; you just have to be the most
adaptable to survive”. Survive and adapt we did, with the Club re-inventing its operations.
During the closure our strategy was to maintain a connection with our membership, staff and the
community. We did this through take-way food and beverage sales, online raffles and engaging
our stakeholders through Facebook videos which included “60 seconds with the staff”, online
trivia and updates as to what was happening at the Club. The staff and management team
deserve enormous credit for all their work during this stressful and uncertain times as they
embraced new skills and contributed to the improvement of the Club. The Club closure gave us
the opportunity to renovate the entire gaming room and repair the underground driveway. These
two upgrades would normally have been difficult to organise whilst we were trading. The Board
of Directors, led by Jeff Davis, also deserve enormous credit as they approved expenditure for
these upgrades as well as allowing the Club to operate on a limited basis. Other Club Boards
made decisions to go into hibernation and did little community or membership engagement. Our
Board also showed their adaptability by learning “Zoom” video conferencing for Board meetings.
So overall, whilst the last financial year had many challenges, it showed our strength and
resilience. The Club still returned an operating profit for the year despite the adversity of closing
for 10 weeks. Looking forward for the year, the new outdoor covered area “The Courtyard” is due
for completion in November, 2020. This area will create a new dynamic for the Club and give our
existing members improved amenities as well as giving the Club broader community appeal.
Covid has also created some opportunities with potential amalgamations with Lambton Bowling
Club and Newcastle Leagues Club.
To finish my report with some thankyous. The Club is very fortunate to have great people
working here. To all our managers, supervisors and staff, I thank you for your continued hard
work and support.
To Jeff Davis and his Board of Directors, I thank you for your continued support and guidance.
They listen, ask questions and are united in their decision making. They all work tirelessly in the
best interests of the Club, whilst being a sounding board for our members.
Finally, to all our members and visitors, thank you for coming to the Club and being a part of our
growth. Our members define the Club, they create the culture and atmosphere which makes the
Club a great place to attend.
Regards
Michael Gray
Chief Executive Officer
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CHARLESTOWN BOWLING CLUB LIMITED
AGM Report – Bowls Co-Ordinator
It is with pleasure I present my 2019-20 lawn bowls report. It has been a very interesting and tough year both on and
off the green with Bowls NSW making competitions open gender and the world getting hit by the Covid-19 virus.
This year was a very exciting time for the club being the first year Bowls NSW had enabled women to play Saturday
pennants. Unfortunately, due to the virus all pennant competitions were cancelled after 3 games. Thankyou to
everyone that put their names down to represent Club Charlestown in all pennant competitions and although we
were cut short, I am sure we will come back stronger next year.
We did manage to find success in Men’s district events prior to the Covid-19 shutdown. Congratulations must go to
Milton Rigby and Geoff Wallis for winning the District Presidents Pairs, Wayne Marsh and Sam Laguzza for winning
the District Senior Pairs and Caleb McDermott for being successful in the District Junior Pairs and Fours. Our ladies
were once again a force to be reckoned with in their district events with congratulations going to Rhonda Littlewood
for winning the District Open Singles, Halina Wuro for being R/Up in the District Open Singles, Gail Baker and Gayle
Gannon for winning the District Senior Pairs, Lyn Genders and Kay Shuttlewood for being the R/Up in the District
Senior Pairs, Debbie Foote, Tina Gibson, Julie Garry and Kay Shuttlewood for winning the District Senior Fours and
Janet Gray, Karen Mason and Rawaeng Namutwong for being R/Up in the District Triples. It is still yet to be seen if
and when the state championships for all these above events will be played.
Our ladies also found success at the end of 2019 being successful in taking out the NSW Ladies Gold Club
Challenge event played at Warilla. This is a huge achievement to be named the best in the state against some topquality opposition. Well done to all involved.
Unfortunately, due to the virus many of our tournaments this year have had to be postponed to a later date. Once we
get the all clear from the appropriate sporting and health bodies, we will be able to re-schedule these events into the
calendar for the upcoming year.
On a positive note even after our club shutdown our club championships have been progressing smoothly for both
our Men’s and Ladies clubs and all looks set to be completed in a timely manner.
A special congratulations must go to our resident all round good guy Phil Garry who was named the Bowls NSW
Volunteer of the year at the Bowls NSW awards night in early 2020. It is an honour just to be nominated for this
award but to actually win it is an amazing achievement and is testament to how much work Phil puts in behind the
scenes in many different areas of the club.
Congratulations to all the members who were selected to represent the Club in all the various representative sides
for the LMDWBA, Zone 2, and the various NSW State sides.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many wonderful members who have lent their assistance to the club
to help with all the events that we have been able to stage. The support from our members is incredible and without
the help of all volunteers throughout the year we would not be able to put on events with success like we do.
To our games committee of Joe Clement, Phil Garry, Les Smith, Milton Rigby, Jim Cowan and John Sanderson,
thanks for all your efforts over the past 12 months. Thank you also to all of our umpires who give up their time to help
officiate events throughout the year.
In closing I would also like to thank CEO Michael, Chairman Jeff and the Board of Directors for their continued
support of Lawn Bowls over these tough times. Without an actively supportive CEO and Board we would not be able
to continue to be one of the top clubs both on and off the green within the Newcastle area and we are continually
grateful for everything the club does to promote bowls. I would also like to thank all the staff at Club Charlestown for
always going above and beyond to make the bowlers feel welcome whenever they are at the club.
Go the Tigers.
Daniel Hill
Bowls Co-Ordinator
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CHARLESTOWN MEN’S BOWLING CLUB ACHIEVEMENTS
District Achievements 2019
District Open Fours
Winners – D. Hill, D. Collins, S. Thoroughgood, W. Shipley
District Champion of Champion Singles
R/up – W. Shipley
District Senior Singles
R/up – W. Marsh
District Under 18 Fours
Winner – C. McDermott
District Under 18 Triples
R/Up – C. McDermott
Pennant Achievements 2019
R/Up - Grade 2 Zone Pennant
Club Championships Results Men’s 2019
Major Singles

W. Shipley

Major Pairs

C. Willingham, S Laguzza

Major Triples

I. Percival, D. King, D. Hill

Major Fours

I. Percival, C. Burns, S. Fogarty, F. Verschoor

Minor Singles

Mark Bressington

Consistency Singles

G. Wallis

Minor Pairs

G. Wells, M. Rigby

Major/Minor Pairs

J. Willoughby, G. Dow

Minor Fours

B. McIlveen, W. Fullick, M. Rigby, G. Wallis

Mixed Pairs

L. Kerby, S. Kerby

Most Improved Men’s Bowler

C. McDermott

Bowlers of the Year

W. Shipley
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CHARLESTOWN WOMEN’S BOWLING CLUB ACHIEVEMENTS
District Achievements 2019
District & Region Triples
Winners - K. Clerke, R. Namutwong, G. Gannon
District & Region Senior Fours
Winners – K. Gemmell, R. Gardner, H. Sanderson, L. Faint
District & Region Senior Pairs
Winners – L. Genders, K. Shuttlewood
District Open Pairs
Winners – R. Namutwong, G. Gannon
Region Open Pairs
R/Up – R. Namutwong, G. Gannon
District Senior Pairs
R/Up – C. Atkins, F. Wells
District Consistency Singles015
R/Up – K. Clerke
District Open Singles
R/Up – L. Genders
Bowls NSW State Club Challenge Ladies Gold Division
Winners
Pennant Achievements 2019
Winners - Grade 1 District and Region Pennant
Equal 3rd - Grade 1 State Pennant
R/Up – Grade 3 District Pennant
Club Championship Results Ladies 2019
Major Singles

K. Clerke

Championship Pairs

L. Faint, R. Littlewood

Championship Triples

J. McCabe, H. Wuro, R. Littlewood

Championship Fours

G. Baker, G. Hopkins, K. Nillesen, G. Gannon

Minor singles

Jodie Turner

Olive Brown Consistency

J. Gray

Most Improved Ladies Bowler

Jodie Turner

Bowler of the Year

G. Gannon
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During the last financial year Club Charlestown supported the following
Charities and Community Groups
Vision Australia

Alpha Toastmasters

Hunter Breast Cancer Foundation

Newcastle Paragliding Club

Charlestown Caring Group

Little Wings

Westpac Rescue Helicopter

Cancer Council

Charlestown Junior FC

Ionians Newcastle

Cardiff Hawks Senior AFLC

Grandparents raising grandchildren

Cardiff Hawks Junior AFLC

Special Olympics

Charlestown Men’s Bowling Club

Newcastle Zone Cricket

Charlestown Women’s Bowling Club

Charlestown and District Meals on Wheels

Novatones

Charlestown Cricket Club

Lake Macquarie Branch Liberal Party

Dudley Redhead FC

Rotaract Hunter

Hunter View Club

SurGICure

Charlestown Rotary Club

Vision Impaired Bowlers

Charlestown Lions Club

Hunter Sports High

Headstart

Valentine FC

Charlestown Legacy Ladies

Newcastle Backgammon Club

Charlestown Men’s Probus

Justice of the Peace Charlestown

Animal Justice Party

Charlestown Bowling Club Craft Ladies

All Ability Sports Coaching

Lake Macquarie Zone Little Athletics

Newcastle Rugby Union Referees Association

International Women’s Day

Mercedes Benz Classic Car Club

CBC Flying Bowlers

Newcastle District Bowls Association

Movember

Gideon’s International Bibles

Hunter Animal Rescue

Charlestown Childcare Centre

Smart Pups Fundraiser

Charlestown South Primary School

The Colosseum

Warners Bay Probus Club

Wilderness Group

The Colosseum

NSW Variety Bash Fundraiser

Newcastle Jazz Club

Myeloma Australa

KU Bel Air Preschool

PCYC Windale
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Obituaries
During the past year the Club has suffered the loss of several of its Members.
On behalf of the Chairman, Board and Members we extend sincere condolences
to their families and friends
Lawrence Petschka
John Shuttlewood
Peter Campbell
Gwynn Felton
Kevin Brown
Mark Daly
Jack Edwards
Betty Reynolds
Scott Murchie

Colin Coster
Carl Hoyle
Jo-anne Reid
Barry Standen
Paul Clarke
John Edwards
Robert McHardy
Julie-Anne Littlewood

Charlestown Bowling Club Limited
5 Lincoln Street, CHARLESTOWN NSW 2290
Phone: 4943 3766
ABN: 38 609 055 115
ACN: 101 425 307
www.clubcharlestown.com.au

30

